antibiotic has been administered (6). The aim of this study was to investigate the factors 49 influencing tissue culture positivity in patients with PVO who were exposed to antibiotics 50 prior to biopsy, and to establish whether an antibiotic-free period improves culture positive 51 rates.
If pyogenic vertebral osteomyelitis (PVO) is suspected, tissue cultures and/or blood 45 cultures are recommended (1). Prior antibiotic exposure has been reported in some studies to 46 have a negative effect on microbiologic diagnosis (2-5). In view of this, it is recommended that, for clinically stable patients, biopsy be delayed until at least 48 hours after the last 48 antibiotic has been administered (6). The aim of this study was to investigate the factors 49 influencing tissue culture positivity in patients with PVO who were exposed to antibiotics 50 prior to biopsy, and to establish whether an antibiotic-free period improves culture positive 51 rates.
52
We conducted a retrospective cohort study at three university-affiliated teaching hospitals were less than 48 hours, 48-120 hours, and 120 hours or more, respectively (P=0.029) ( Table   86 2). In a multivariate logistic regression analysis, open surgical biopsy (adjusted odds ratio
87
[aOR]; 6.33, 95% confidence interval [C.I.] 1.12-35.86) and higher CRP (aOR; 1.18, 95% C.I 88 1.07-1.29) were significantly associated with tissue culture positivity (Table 3) .
89
In this study, a higher tissue culture positive rate in patients with PVO who were exposed 90 to antibiotics before the acquisition of tissue culture specimens was associated with higher 
